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Abstract 

The purpose of this study was to explore ways to enhance a Yemeni girl’s acquisition of 

English. At age 10 she was fluent in Arabic and, according to the school’s Rigby 

assessment, at about the middle of first grade in reading English when the study began in 

the spring. The school was providing bilingual services; in addition, she received tutoring 

from a college student once a week for eight weeks and then, tutoring from a college 

literacy professor for about ten sessions. This case study addressed: What strategies would 

advance this English as a New Language Learner’s growing knowledge of reading and writing 

English? And, What Funds of Knowledge (Moll, Amanti, Neff, & González, 2005) did the 

student possess that would help her learn? To answer these questions, the researcher kept field 

notes and a self-reflexive journal and interviewed other educators in the student’s life. 

LeCompte’s (2000) metaphor of a jigsaw puzzle guided the analysis that included the student’s 

vibrant personality, the relationships that developed, and the strategies that were used. This case 

study showed effective practices include relating learning to the student’s country of origin, 

access to both mirror books and accessible texts, the arts, and in this case, maps. Being able to 

see on a world map both her country, Yemen, the United States, and other countries was highly 

motivational to this student. In nine months, which included summer vacation, the student moved 

from a middle-of-first grade reading level to end-of-fourth grade, about three years’ growth in 

six school months. 



 
 

Keywords: English as New Language Learners (ENLs), English Learners (ELs), Bi-/Multilingual 

Learners, the arts and literacy, diverse literature 

Ubiquity: The Journal of Literature, Literacy, and the Arts, Research Strand, Vol. 7 No. 2, 

Fall/Winter 2020 


