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Signal Acts; or Art Dons the Uniform of the Real 

The winter blasts in, but not so cold as last year’s. We are warmed by the impending 

holiday, and the impending completion of our third (!) issue of Ubiquity: The Journal of 

Literature, Literacy and the Arts. As usual, I bask in the reflected glow of our creative works 

received, winnowed, and offered. It is always a wonderful task to curate an artistic collection of 

such breadth. In this issue’s collection, we have artistic offerings from photography, 

draughtsman/person/ship, poetry and even a sharply written must-read review of a book of 

poems. Quite the lunch from a late harvest it is; no doubt about that.  

I am, however, particularly excited to present the first item from our Table of Contents, 

which is a photographic collection called Velvet 17, by, respectively, Minna Pyyhkala, Talitha 

Brauer, Saneesh Sukumaran, Honza Horak, Melanie Blanding and Šárka Thérová. The word 

“velvet” in this context refers to the Velvet Revolution, for which more about I would direct 

curious readers to Google. What is especially rousing is that it is a group entry, and arrives in our 

publication after having formerly appeared as an exhibit in Prague. The change to democracy 

came in many iterations to the nations of Eastern Europe, following the demolition of the Berlin 

Wall from 1989-1992. The Velvet Revolution, or sametová revoluce, was the non-violent 

transition from communism to a democratic parliamentary system in then-Czechoslovakia in 

1989. I refer the reader to the excellent notes on each of the photos for more insight into these 

remarkable pictures. 

Shaleen Tibbs provides us with an especially fine example of draughtsman(person)ship, 

in the representation of a piece of fabric. Consider: It is a representation of one medium through 

the deposition of light and shade upon another. To a draughtsperson, the art of sketching the 

form of something is central to the development of expression, and precedes the painterly arts; 

light and dark before color, if you please. During the Dutch Renaissance, painters would first 
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draw still life pictures with the sole aim of imitation (Minty, 2008); some would draw gold coins 

on the street so cunningly reproduced that they hid and waited for passersby to try to pick them 

up. Once art has imitated life, it becomes time, as Ms. Tibbs reveals, to show what art further can 

do. 

Ted Kesler provides us with a delightful, almost Martialine epigram on that most 

avoidance-ridden of topics, old age. I will bear no spoilers, save to say that a dog is involved. 

Renée Schatteman provides us with a sober review of Requiem, Rwanda by Laura Apol. Apol’s 

work is not for the faint of heart; books about mass murder rarely are. Schatteman really gets to 

the heart of Apol’s poetic elegies for the dead. This is excellent literary criticism, worthy of our 

storied journalistic brethren and sistern at the London Review of Books. I’m glad Professor 

Schatteman published with us first. 

As I write these words, it is late December; a time of celebration. What better time to 

partake of the arts than one usually given to celebration. With our merriment comes thence 

reflection. 
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